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PROTECTED  BIRDS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA 
In  Pennsylvania,  What  Birds  are  Protected? 

All  wild  birds  are  protected  in  our  state  except  the  following: 

Blue  Jay  European  Starling 

Crow  Kingfisher 

English  Sparrow  Great-horned  Owl 

How  Are  Wild  Birds  Protected? 

Both  State  and  Federal  laws  provide  penalties  for  anyone  shooting  at,  killing 
or  possessing  protected  song  birds.  In  addition,  the  Pennsylvania  Game  Law  pro- 
vides penalties  for  anyone  convicted  of  shooting  at  or  killing  game  birds  except  in 
regular  open  seasons  for  hunting.  It  is  also  unlawful  to  possess  or  interfere  with 
the  nest  or  eggs  of  any  game  birds  or  other  protected  bird  at  any  time. 

State  Game  Protectors  throughout  the  Commonwealth  enforce  these  laws. 
They  are  often  assisted  by  other  law  enforcement  officers  siich  as  State  and  local 
police  who  have  equal  powers  to  arrest  and  prosecute  persons  who  violate  the  law. 

There  are  many  refuges  and  bird  sanctuaries  throughout  Pennsylvania  where 
hunting  is  prohibited  and  wild  birds  are  fully  protected.  The  Game  Commission  has 
more  than  18,  134  acres  in  wildlife  refuges  on  state  owned  land.  Perhaps  the  most 
famous  of  these  refuges  is  the  Pymatuning  Refuge  covering  2,  500  acres  of  water  as 
part  of  the  3, 213  acres  in  the  entire  area.  Many  species  of  waterfowl  feed,  rest 
and  nest  on  their  flights  north  and  south.  This  refuge  is  located  near  Linesville, 
Crawford  County.  Many  sportsmen's  organizations  and  bird  clubs  also  maintain 
private  refuges. 

Are  There  Any  Birds  in  Danger  of  Extinction  in  Pennsylvania? 


With  modern  laws  and  protection  given  to  wild  birds  and  sound  wildlife 
management  practices,  it  is  unlikely  that  any  wild  species  found  in  Pennsylvania 
will  soon  be  exterminated.  But  species  such  as  the  raven,  certain  hawks  and  the 
American  or  bald  eagle- -our  national  emblem- -are  not  as  plentiful  in  Pennsylvania 
or  North  America  as  they  used  to  be.  All  birds  must  have  certain  natural  condi- 
tions - -primarily  food  and  shelter--if  they  are  to  survive.  When  man  has  destroyed 
these  conditions,  either  accidentally  or  on  purpose,  birds  cannot  live. 


